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for the rest, to have her annex Saxony. Saxony's
king, it will be remembered, had fought on the side
of Napoleon and it seemed not unfair that he
should lose his territory. The plan appealed to
Frederick William, but was bitterly opposed by
England, Austria, and the Netherlands; and the
strangest complications resulted from the new
conflict of interests. It was considered too great
an aggrandisement for Prussia; moreover her
boundaries would now touch those of Austria
and the balance of power would be imperilled.

The victors quarrelled over the spoils until it
came to the very verge of a new European war;
and a military commission appointed by England,
Austria, and the Netherlands actually drew up a
plan of campaign against Prussia and Russia.
One of the strangest results was the renewed
political influence these dissensions gave to France
which sided with the powers opposed to the
cession of Saxony. Talleyrand, the great turn-
coat who had sailed with every wind that blew
since, as high priest of the Revolution, he performed
mass on the Champ de Mars, was allowed to rise
and declare pompously that it was Napoleonic
not legitimistic for Prussia to wish to overthrow
the Saxon King.

The Tsar had promised Frederick William that
Saxony should be his, but had given no definite
guarantees, and in the final settlement Prussia
came out less well than many of the patriots,
including Bliicher, had anticipated. She was